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Gene Yoes is a man of many hats. He is best known
in the pigeon sport as the editor and publisher of
the Racing Pigeon Digest, which will be celebrating
its 20th anniversary next April 1 and as a success-
ful futurity breeder. However, he has been active

in the pigeon sport for several years before starting
the Digest, and had other careers as an attorney and
small town newspaper editor. In addition, Gene is
the author of a couple of non-pigeon books.

Although he started with racing pigeons when he
was just 12, there were no clubs in his small town
of Norco, LA. He educated himself by subscrib-
ing to the American Racing Pigeon News and the
Racing Pigeon Bulletin and buying all the pigeon
books available. When he left to go to Louisiana
State University, he was chomping at the bit to test
the pigeons he had bought and he decided to enter
the Harry C. Burke Futurity in Washington, DC
because it offered a youngbird and then a yearling
race. Gene won the very first yearling Burke Futu-
rity, in 1968. It was the first of several futurities he
has won over the years.

Gene graduated from LSU in 1971 with degrees

in history and library science and returned to his
hometown. He was allowed to join the Metairie
Club, a member of the Greater New Orleans Com-
bine. He worked on his family weekly newspaper
during those years, and it was a natural for him

to become the publicity director for the Combine.
Several of his loft profiles of Combine lofts merited
front page placement in the Bulletin. He was later
elected Secretary/Treasurer of the Combine.

Just before he turned 30, Gene decided on another
career, went back to LSU for a law degree, which
he obtained in 1982. He raced one season with
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the New Orleans Combine but then moved to Lake
Charles, Louisiana, where he now resides. He is a
member of the Lake Charles Invitational Racing
Pigeon Club which is a member of the Deep South
Cajun Combine.

His base strain in Huysken van Riels, but he has
several other strains. “My HVRs were down from
Leon Whitney stock and were very successful for
me. But there were all these new strains and I didn't
want to be left behind so I started working with the
new strains. Unfortunately, I let my HVRS get away
from me and although I have tried them from oth-
ers, I haven't found the consistent family that I had
before” Gene won national flying awards.
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Gene put his legal education to work for the pigeon
sport when he was elected president of the Avian As-
sistance Council, a group of attorney pigeon mem-
bers who met annually, with funding from the AU
and IE to discuss legal issues affecting pigeon flyers.
For several years Gene assisted flyers facing neighbor
disputes and ordinance problems. Gene was also
asked to serve on the AU Drug Task Force to investi-
gate drugging of pigeons and participated in writing a
protocol for testing pigeons.

In 1992 Gene was giving advice to a young couple
trying to start a pigeon magazine called “The Pigeon
Shopper” It piqued his interest in returning to pub-
lishing. He had previously written to Thelma Snyder
of the News and John Roberts of the Bulletin letting
them know that if they considered selling their pub-
lications that he was interested. But that was before
he went to law school. The Shopper didn't last long
and the owners tried to sell it to Gene. Gene's wife,
Melody, his high school sweetheart who had long
known of his dream of publishing a pigeon journal,
gave him the green light. For one dollar, Gene took
over the subscriber list and created a completely new
magazine, the Racing Pigeon Digest, though the first
few issues stated that it was “formerly the Pigeon
Shopper” This was done as a face saving jester to the
Shopper owners. Gene and Melody worked on the
Digest after their “day” jobs.
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The Digest flourished and today is the only racing
pigeon magazine published in the US. Gene is the
author of several articles of some of America’s most
outstanding pigeon flyers, but also uses his column
to discuss issues of importance to the sport at large.

Besides his pigeon flying and magazine publishing
career, Gene is a historian and author of “The Ger-
man Coast of Louisiana,” a local history of his coun-
ty. He also authored an annotated bibliography of
Louisiana books used by Louisiana libraries during
the 1970s in developing their Louisiana collections.
In 1977, the Louisiana Press Association awarded
him the “Community Service Award,” its highest
honor for several newspaper articles investigating
political corruption in his locality. In the past few
years, Gene has written often about the American
Homing Pigeon Institute’s World of Wing museum,
which was funded, in part, by contributions of IF
members. By researching the history of the project
and providing a critical analysis of its operations
over two decades, Gene has raised important ques-
tions concerning the museum’s mission progress,
and its placement in Oklahoma City, inaccessible
for the vast majority of American pigeon flyers, as
well as being not located in a significant USA vaca-
tion destination point thereby limiting the presen-
tation of the hobby to the general public. Not only
has Gene provided a reasoned and logical discus-
sion of the problems
of the museum, he
also offered solutions,
including the reloca-
tion of the museum
to a location more ac-
cessible to the pigeon
fraternity and general
public.

Gene and Melody

are the parents of five
sons, grandparents of
three with two more
expected in Decem-
ber and January.



